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I f you discovered a peat bog in Con-necticut, who would you hire to work 
it? A bunch of Irishmen, of course.  
That is exactly what happened in Berlin 
and Meriden, Connecticut, in the late 
1860s. At that time, the cost of coal was 
rising and researchers were discovering 
peat — the primary source of home heat-
ing in Ireland for centuries — in bogs 
throughout Connecticut.  
In 1866, a Yale professor, Samuel W. 
Johnson, published a book listing in more 
than a dozen Connecticut communities 
the presence of bogs that could produce 
peat for use as fuel. The bogs were all 
over the state from Goshen to Griswold 
and from Stonington to Salisbury.  
The New York Tribune reported, “It is 
now certain that Connecticut possesses 
peat deposits  equal to any in the world. 
This will very soon be developed by the 
machines already ordered for its manu-
facture … We do not hesitate to say to 
Connecticut farmers that they have untold 
wealth in some of their most, at present, 
worthless swamps. We know of one near 
Bridgeport of 15 acres which does not 
contain less than  250,000 tons of as good 
peat as ever was produced in Ireland  … 
There is a peat bog in Newtown where a 
substance … has been found of the same 
kind as … found in the ancient peat bogs 
in Ireland.” 
“An experiment was made on the Hart-
ford, New Haven and Springfield Railroad 
last June which awakened a deep interest 
in the subject … It proved that peat, which 
can be obtained along the railroads in this 
state, is capable of producing as much 
steam and traction power from a ton and 
a quarter as can be obtained from one ton 
of coal. The Hartford & New Haven road 
owns a bed in the vicinity of Berlin …” 
(Please turn to page 2) 
Cutting peat for fuel was a family task in Ireland for centuries as portrayed in this postcard. 
When bogs were found in Connecticut, little wonder Irish laborers skilled in that work were 
hired to extract the peat. Source and thanks: www.maggieblanck.com/Mayopages/turf.html. 
Jacks & Jills of many trades 
For more than 300 years, the most compelling reason that caused Irish people of 
all origins and religions to come in large numbers to the American colonies and 
the United States was economic opportunity. More simply: jobs. While the Irish 
are usually labeled as canal builders and domestic servants, a more accurate 
reading is that they were Jacks and Jills of all trades. In a young nation that was 
expanding geographically and economically, there was a constant need for work-
ers. The Irish were able and willing. This issue of The Shanachie demonstrates the 
kind of fascinating information that is available about Irish immigrants and their 
jobs in 19th century Connecticut. It would make a great field to pursue further.  
Irish laborers were the answer for mining peat in Connecticut 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Scientists, businessmen and financiers 
came together to organize the Aetna Peat 
Company to extract the material from that 
80-acre bog that straddled the Berlin and 
Meriden border. The company employed a 
whole boardinghouse full of Irish immi-
grants to do the job.  
With a stroke of good luck for the histor-
ical record, the 1870 U.S. census was con-
ducted in the middle of the Aetna Peat 
Company’s operations.  
The workmen, or at least a large number 
of them, resided in company quarters in 
Berlin. The census-taker wrote a notation 
in the margin of  the list:  “Aetna Peat Co. 
Boarding House.” 
The listing included  28 names. The first 
five listed were the family that maintained 
the boarding house: Irish natives Thomas 
Sellis, 30, who was also one of the labor-
ers, his wife, Bridget, 23, keeping house, 
and their two children, Mary and Thomas, 
both born in Massachusetts. John Sellis  
probably was a brother or cousin. 
Of the other 23 occupants, all but one 
were born in Ireland. Twenty-two were 
men, their occupation “laborer.” The one 
laborer not born in Ireland was John Wal-
dron, a native of Connecticut, and a few 
years younger than most of the laborers. 
The one other woman in the household 
was Irish-born Lizzie Allen whose occupa-
tion was “domestic servant. “  
Apparently there were more laborers 
living outside the boardinghouse for one 
newspaper article reported the peat oper-
ation required a work force of 40. The 
article said, “The boys get $20 a month, 
while the dumpers whose work is hardest 
make about $4 day … The other workmen 
receive from $1.50 to $2.” The workmen’s 
wages totaled about $3,000 to which was 
added $100 for a superintendent, $75 for 
an engineer and $25 for a fireman. 
The process was somewhat complicated.  
A dredging machine on a raft reached 50 
feet down into the swampy bog. Its scoop 
brought the peat to the surface and depos-
ited it into tubs each holding a ton of ma-
terial.  The tubs were lifted to a platform 
17-feet above the swamp and emptied into 
a trough. The material was then run 
through grinding machines. It came out a 
“rich black mass,” and was emptied into 
molds to dry “and soon dried into one 
quarter its original size.”  
The existence of a peat bog in Berlin 
actually was known as early as 1839 when 
the right-of-way for one of Connecticut’s 
first railroads, the Hartford & New Haven, 
was being constructed. At that time, ac-
cording to the Hartford Courant, “They 
found for many days that the more dirt 
they put in to fill up the grade, the further 
they were from accomplishing the desired 
result. Many thousand loads of dirt were 
brought, but not many hours after it was 
deposited passed entirely beneath what 
was supposed to be terra firma.” 
Also, on numerous other occasions when 
the carts of workmen were left on the 
construction site overnight, they sank and 
became embedded beneath the surface of 
what was eventually determined to be a 
peat bog. 
As the interest in peat gained support in 
the 1860s, all sorts of claims were made as 
to its virtues as a fuel.  
One newspaper noted, “In the kitchen it 
cannot be excelled, as it is superior to 
wood or coal.  It can be burned in open 
grates like cannel coal, and the heat it pro-
duces is intense. It is believed it can be dug 
out, dried and made ready for use with 
less labor and capital than coal can be 
mined in Pennsylvania. 
“As regards family use, it has been used 
in Ireland for more than 500 years. The 
deposit is more abundant in that country 
than in any other and it is still increasing 
with the growth of the moss. In this coun-
try, however, we  know of no place where 
it is more abundant than in the New Eng-
land and northern states.” 
“It is claimed for the peat … that it is 
better than soft coal; is equal to the very 
best hard wood, and is only surpassed by 
good anthracite. It may be sawed or cut 
with a knife not whittled like a piece of 
hickory. A smart blow with an ax will 
break it into fragments … It burns with an  
occasional very slight ammoniacal odor, a 
clear and pleasant flame and but little 
smoke, making it very durable … It is 
cleaner than coal and requires no splitting 
and is easily kindled with paper or light 
wood.”  
Sources: Meriden Daily Recorder, Nov. 17, 
1870; New Haven Register, May 14, July 20, 
1880; Hartford Courant, June, 28, 1866, 
Aug. 5, 1866, Dec. 8, 1838, Nov. 18, 1839, 
Aug. 29, 1870.   New York Tribune, Nov. 25, 
1871, Aug. 26, 1879. ancestry.com, U.S. cen-
sus, 1870, Berlin, CT. 
 
 
NAME AGE BIRTH 
Sellis, Thomas 30 Ireland 
Sellis, Bridget 23 Ireland 
Sellis, Mary A. 5 Mass. 
Sellis, Thomas 2 Mass. 
Sellis, John 24 Ireland 
Waldron, John 18 Conn. 
Sullivan, Timothy 25 Ireland 
Tinims, Thomas 35 Ireland 
Lee, Patrick 30 Ireland 
Quinland, John 26 Ireland 
Lanpragon, James 25 Ireland 
Sherridan, Patrick 25 Ireland 
Oniel, John 25 Ireland 
Coin, Michael 25 Ireland 
Odonnell, Michael 25 Ireland 
Maginnis, John 25 Ireland 
Crow, William 30 Ireland 
Mckinney, Peter 30 Ireland 
Morrissy, John 25 Ireland 
Mohan, Michael 28 Ireland 
Coughlin, John 30 Ireland 
Linn, George 35 Ireland 
Keenan, James 30 Ireland 
Donohue, Daniel 40 Ireland 
Daily, Thomas 25 Ireland 
Burns, Michael 25 Ireland 
Flaherty, Patrick 23 Ireland 
Allen, Lizzie 22 Ireland 
Aetna Peat Co. 
Boarding House 
Peat company set up boarding house for workmen near bog in Berlin 
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By Paul Keroack 
A lthough it is well known that thou-sands of Irish immigrants were 
employed as laborers laying the track for 
Connecticut’s earliest railroads, few of 
them are known by name from contempo-
rary documents. But two lists have sur-
vived not only with names, but with days 
worked and wages for more than 100 men 
who built the Danbury & Norwalk Rail-
road in 1851. The line  still operates today 
as the Danbury Line of the Metro North 
commuter railroad. 
Copies of the spreadsheet-like records  
of the men’s employment were deposited  
by the late L. Peter Cornwall in the Lock-
wood House Museum, now the Norwalk 
History Room of the Norwalk Public Li-
brary. In 1987, Cornwall published a his-
tory of the road titled In The Shore Line’s 
Shadow: the Six Lives of the Danbury & 
Norwalk Railroad.  
A railroad connecting Danbury with 
Long Island Sound was first discussed in 
the 1830s. It was a modest proposal for a 
horse railroad along which two horses 
would pull one car on a three-hour jaunt 
covering 24 miles. Nothing came of that 
plan, but a growing population and in-
creasing industrialization of the region 
looked sufficiently promising in 1850 to 
convince investors to raise $370,000 for a 
railroad with iron horses.  
Norwalk and Stamford competed to be 
the southern terminus on the line. Each 
subscribed $100,000 with Danbury sub-
(Please turn to page 4) 
    NAME    DAYS  WAGES 
Moren, Thomas 17 $13.60 
Moren, William 9 3/4 $7.80 
Mugun, (?) Edward 12 1/4 $12.50 
Mugun, (?) Patrick 7 3/4 $6.20 
Mullagan, Patrick 9 0 
O’Brien, Lawrence 15 $12.00 
O’Brine, John 4 $3.60 
O’Brine, Maurice 4 3/4 $3.80 
Pamakolle, Cloney (?) 9 1/4 $7.40 
Roberts, William 11 $8.00 
Ryan, Michael 18 1/2 $14.80 
Ryley, Alonzo 7 1/4 $5.80 
Ryley, John 8 1/4 $6.60 
Ryley, Lawrence 2 1/4 0 
Schaus, Daniel 7 1/2 $7.60 
Shuckrue, (?) Patrick 7 1/2 $4.00 
Sullivan, Timothy 8 $6.40 
Whalen, Thomas 10 $8.00 
   NAME    DAYS  WAGES 
Hany, Michael 15 $9.00 
Hays, Canada (?) 8 1/2 $6.80 
Hugen, Francis 7 1/4 $5.80 
Hughs, Patrick 17 3/4 $14.20 
Hurd, John 16 $12.80 
Hurly, John 13 3/4 $11.00 
Ivory, Michael 14 1/4 $11.40 
Jordan, John 16 $12.80 
Kelly, Terence (?) 13 $20.00 
Lahee, Edward 9 1/3 $7.40 
Lake, William 8 1/2 $6.80 
Lonch, Christy 13 3/4 $11.00 
Manning, John 12 1/2 $8.75 
May, Andrew 19 $15.20 
McCormick, Philip 8 $6.40 
McDonough, Mich. 10 3/4 $8.60 
McLaughlin, John 17 3/4 $14.20 
McMullen, Richard 13 3/4 $11.40 
   NAME    DAYS  WAGES 
Barney, Charles 8 $6.40 
Barney, Dennis 7 3/4 $6.20 
Brady, Thomas 18 $14.40 
Callahan, Dennis 12 1/4 $9.80 
Cleary, John 16 3/4 $13.40 
Conley, Cornelius 10 $8.00 
Cotteral, Richard 11 $8.80 
Cronings, Thomas 18 1/2 $14.80 
Daly, George 5 1/2 $4.40 
Delaney, Timothy 16 1/2 $13.00 
Dillan, Edmund 8 1/4 $6.60 
Eoct, (?) Patrick 15 1/2 $12.60 
Fields, John F. 0 0 
Flinn, Patrick 1 $.80 
Gleeson, James 14 1/4 $11.40 
Gownes, Joseph 5 $4.00 
Guyling, (?) John 16 1/4 $16.00 
Hanly, James 15 1/4 $12.20 
Irish workers on the Danbury & Norwalk Railroad — November 1851 
Names, hours and wages of Irish working on Fairfield County railroad  
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scribing $85,000. Danbury subscribers 
favored Norwalk as the terminus and they 
carried the day.  
While plans called for completion of the 
work by Sept. 1, 1851, bitterly cold winter 
weather interfered and it was not until 
Feb. 10, 1852, that “a train of cars with 
300 passengers passed over the entire 
route from Norwalk to Danbury, returning    
in the afternoon.”  
Schedules were linked to trains already 
running from New York to Bridgeport and 
New Haven.  
The lists of workmen, unfortunately, do 
not cover the entire period of construc-
tion. One list is for the month of March 
1851; the other, for November 1851. The 
March list has 73 names; the November 
list, 55 names.  
In addition to a tabulation of how many 
days each employee worked, the spread-
sheets have columns for wages paid and 
for “Board,” “Bills,” “Cash,” “Balance Due,” 
and “Overpayment.”  
The various columns apparently indicate 
that the  cost of board was taken out of the 
men’s pay, and that there was a system 
which may have allowed the workmen to 
get advances or save some cash on ac-
count. 
The sheets also suggest that work was in 
many cases intermittent. Some men 
worked as many as 20 or 21 days in a 
month, while others worked only as little 
as one or two or even half a day during an 
entire month. 
Some of the names are difficult to deci-
pher on the handwritten sheets, and invite 
alternate readings. They are noted with 
question marks.  
Sources: L. Peter Cornwall Collection, 
Norwalk History Room, Norwalk Public 
Library, courtesy of Paul Keroack. New York 
Spectator, Feb. 28, 1850. Middletown Con-
stitution, Sept. 18, 1850; Feb. 25, 1852. New 
Haven Palladium, Feb. 25, 1852. 
   
   NAME    DAYS  WAGES 
Burns, Nicholas 20 3/4 $15.56 
Casey, James 25 $18.75 
Cole, Augustus 18 $14.40 
Corceny, Jeremiah 12 1/4 $9.80 
Cormic, Thomas 16 3/4 $13.40 
Coughlin, Michael 10 $8.00 
Day, Andrew 11 $8.80 
Delane, (?) Edward 18 1/2 $14.80 
Donohue, John 5 1/2 $4.40 
Dumnavagard, (?) 16 1/2 $13.00 
Elton, Bradley 8 1/4 $6.60 
Fineral, John 15 1/2 $12.60 
Fitzgerald, Wm. 21 3/4 $16.31 
Foggerty, Thos. 4 $3.00 
Foley, Michael 19 1/2 $14.62 
Golden, John 20 1/2 $15.37 
Haplen, Brine 1 1/2 $.90 
Hanley, John 17 $12.75 
Hanly, Daniel 1  3/4 $1.13 
Hanly, Patk. 13 $8.45 
Hart, Joseph 12 1/4 $12.93 
Healy, Patk. 3 1/2 $2.10 
Henly, Michael 19 $14.25 
Hennessy, Thomas 18 $13.50 
Hogan, John 19 $14.25 
Hope, George 9 $5.40 
Hurley, James 19 3/4 $14.81 
Hurley, Timothy 21 3/4 $16.30 
Kendrick, Thos. 16 $12.00 
Lane, John 16 1/4 $12.18 
Langan, Matt 1 1/2 $.90 
Lauhy, James 17 1/2 $13.13 
Linch, Patrick. 5 1/2 $4.12 
Lynes, John 21 3/4 $16.31 
Mackasy, Patrick 13 1/4 $10.31 
Magner, David 19 $14.25 
   NAME    DAYS  WAGES 
Magner, Thomas 15 $11.25 
McCauliff, John 21 2/4 $21.75 
McClouny, Patrick  17 3/4 $13.31 
McCormick, Patrick 11 $8.25 
McCormick, Thos. 15 1/4 $11.43 
McCrath, Michael 11 1/4 $7.31 
McDermod, Patrick 7 1/4 $5.43 
McGee, Anthony 1/2 $.30 
McLaughney, John 17 1/4 $12.93 
Millouny, William 20 1/4 $15.19 
Mogowan, Joseph 11 1/4 $8.43 
Mulhullen, Eugene 9  3/4 $7.31 
Mullally, John  22 $16.50 
Naughten, Dennis 17 $12.75 
O’Brien, Michael 18 3/4 $14.06 
O’Conor, James 17 $11.05 
O’Donald, Charles 19 3/4 $14.81 
O’Donald, Michael 16 1/2 $12.37 
O’Donald, Patrick 19 1/2 $19.50 
O’Donald, Philip 7 1/2 $5.42 
O’Rourke, William 13 $8.45 
Powers, Edward 14 1/2 $9.42 
Quain, John 18 1/2 $13.88 
Roe, William 2 $1.50 
Scribner, Charles 7 $7.00 
Shea, Dennis 1/2 $.30 
Sheys, Dennis 18 1/2 $18.75 
Suin, (?) James  16 1/4 $12.19 
Sullivan, Andrew 22 $16.50 
Sullivan, Dennis 3 1/2 $2.10 
Sullivan, Timothy 17 1/4 $14.14 
Taylor, John 19 3/4 $14.82 
Tupy, (?) Michael 1/2 $.30 
Welch, James 14 $10.50 
Welch, William 11 1/2 $8.42 
Woods, John 9 1/2 $4.17 
   
March 1851 1851 spreadsheets  
preserve time and pay 
of Irish railroaders 




In 1880, many Irish found maritime work on Connecticut shore  
  NAME AGE RESIDENCE 
Cavanah, David 28 New London 
Cavnaugh, Peter 26 New London 
Donavan, Michael 26 New London 
Dwyer, John 25 New London 
Gannon, John 48 New London 
Kelly, Daniel 44 New London 
Kelly, Patrick 38 New London 
Kelly, Laurence 30 New London 
Lyons, John 30 New London 
Mahar, Michael 30 New London 
Quin, John 24 New London 
Clendening, Andrew 45 Norwich 
Halesy, Jeremiah 16 Norwich 
Kelly, John 45 Norwich 
Mccabe, Lawrence 42 Norwich 
Maude, Charles 45 Norwich 
Murphy, William 20 Norwich 
O’Connell, Daniel 50 Norwich 
Welch, John 20 Norwich 
Wilch, James 46 Norwich 
Campbell, Thomas 21 Enfield 
Dalton, James 29 Hartford 
Hartful, Patrick 28 Hartford 
Kearney, Robert I. 65 Saybrook 
Mccarthy, Thomas 38 Middletown 
Orieff, Jeremiah 33 Hartford 
Reynolds, Henry 54 Hartford 
Shea, Thomas 43 Middletown 
Toner, Hugh 23 Hartford 
Burns, Michael 49 Bridgeport 
Cavanaugh, James 35 Norwalk 
Curtin, John 28 Bridgeport 
Dillon, John 25 Waterbury 
Farrell, John G. 46 New Haven 
Jonas, George 49 New Haven 
Kenneday, James  P.  30 New Haven 
Mccaffrey, Owen 47 New Haven 
Mcelroy, James 25 New Haven 
Mcglynn, Thomas 25 Ridgefield 
Mooney, Patrick 32 New Haven  
     NAME AGE RESIDENCE 
Conlon, Patrick  46 Stonington 
Cooney, Michael  35 New London 
Gilroy, Michael  46 Groton 
Keating, James 23 New London 
Mcdonald, Joseph D.  24 Groton 
McDonough, John  42 Stonington 
Rowke, Edmond 55 Stonington 
Smith, Thomas 63 Norwich 
Vaughn, Jerry  58 Stonington 
Murphy, William  58 Portland 
Obrien, Thomas E. 50 Portland 
Sweeney, Philip 60 Enfield 
Welch, Michael  44 Hartford 
Barry, John  60 New Haven 
Doyle, John 55 New Haven 
Markley, James   57 Orange 
Mcnamara, Daniel  50 Madison 
Millard, Richard  57 Norwalk 
Morris, Stephen  59 Waterbury 
Carrol, Thomas 47 Groton 
Obrien, John  48 Greenwich 
Obrien, James 50 Greenwich 
Nugent, John  64 New Haven 
Mcgaughey, James 55 Groton 
Mcgaughey, Robert 48 Groton 
Fryan, James 50 Portland 
Maney, Andrew  51 Portland 
Smith, Wm J. 39 Manchester 
Smith, Thomas 60 Stonington  
 Ship carpenters 
Sailors 
   NAME AGE OCCUPATION 
Murphy, James 35 steamboat steward  
Murphy, Owen 40 boat builder 
Mclaughlin,  Jas. 35 fishing smack capt.  
Connor, Simon 30 steamboat fireman 
Keefe, Richard 20 steamboat porter 
Hickey, Patrick 30 fisherman 
Neilen, Patrick 49 sailmaker 
Brannigan, John 51 rigger 
Gaffney, James 38 fisherman 
Quinn, John 52 fisherman 
Hickey, James 43 steward on yacht 
 New London 
     NAME AGE   OCCUPATION 
Sexton, John 19  oyster dredging 
Coleman, Michael 45  oyster dealer 
Landers, James 27  oysterman 
Burns, Mary 30  oyster opener 
Burns, Julia  21  oyster opener 
Burns, Joseph 26  oysterman 
Sullivan, Ella  25  oyster opener 
Sullivan, Mary A. 23  oyster opener 
Sullivan, Juliette 18  oyster opener 
Fortner, Peter 24  oysterman 
New Haven 
I n spite of the saga of St. Brendan the Navigator visiting the New World, 
seafaring is not thought of as a typically 
Irish occupation. Yet, census records of 
Connecticut in 1880, provide evidence 
that the Irish — women as well as men 
— took to maritime occupations of all 
kinds. This page and page six have tables 
listing numerous Irish people in Con-
necticut involved in various work associ-
ated with the seashore and seafaring.     
6 
 
      NAME  RESIDENCE     SHIP & DATE 
Falvey, John  Bozrah Corea  8/1855 
Fazberry, Joseph New London Roswell King  6/1875 
Ferguson, James New London Pioneer  10/1855 
Flanagan, Hugh New London Edward   8/1816 
Flynn, John New London Forward 1/1854 
Foley, James New London Stonington  8/1833 
Foster, John New London Phoenix  12/1857 
Gaffney, Michael New London Phoenix  6/1841  
Gaffy, Thomas New London Corea  3/1850 
Golden, Thomas New London George & Mary  4/1866 
Gormley, Thomas New London Forward  1/1854 
Hagan, Andrew New London John & Edward 7/1829 
Hager, Andrew New London John & Edward  7/1828 
Hamill, Pat New London Neptune  5/1850 
Hammel, Patrick New London Alert  9/1862 
Harvey, George New London Era  4/1867 
Hererin, Michael J. Willimantic Julius Caesar  9/1853 
Hoare, Patrick New London Columbus  10/1854 
Howe, Frank New London Atlantic  5/1859 
Johnson, Richard New London Henry Thompson  9/1844 
Kean, Bartlett New London Candance  6/1853 
Kean, Bartlett New London Restless 6/1856 
Kelley, William New London Jason  6/1837 
Kelly, Daniel Norwich Gertrude  3/1867 
Kelly, David New London Eliza Greene  2/1806  
Kelly, Frank New London Yankee  11/1854 
Kelly, James Norwich Telegraph  4/1870 
Kelly, John Norwich Telegraph  3/1867 
Kelly, John  Norwich Telegraph  6/1867 
Kerfe, Thomas New London Monticello  7/1964 
Kiley, John New London Isaac Hicks  7/1848 
Laurence, Henry New London Boston  11/1833 
Long, Thomas   New London Laurens  8/1857 
Lyden, John New London Iris  9/1851   
Mahoney, Denis New London Roswell King  8/1864 
     NAME  RESIDENCE     SHIP & DATE 
Allen, Michael New London Manchester   7/1831 
Allyn, Thomas Stonington Black Warrior  6/1847 
Barry, Patrick New London Palladium   5/1832 
Boyle, James Norwich Atlas  6/1832 
Brackney, Edward New London Merrimac  10/1847 
Brien, James O. New London Roman  8/1868 
Briggs, Morris Groton Actor  6/1863 
Brown, John New London Electra  7/1841 
Brown, John New London Gen. Williams  5/1843 
Caho, John New London North Star  7/1850 
Cain, Bartlett New London Candace  7/1849 
Cambell, Alex New London Georgiana  4/1857 
Campbell, Peter New London White Oak  4/1845 
Caney, John Hartford Dromo  9/1856 
Carly, Daniel W. New London Armata  7/1840 
Casey, John New London Franklin  6/1844 
Casey, John New London Roman  6/1874 
Cochran, T. New London Merrimac  10/1850 
Cockeran, Edward New London Alert  8/1847 
Cogin, John New London Montezuma  9/1857 
Colter, Thomas New London Isabella  3/1865 
Condon, Patt New London Telegraph  9/1859 
Corley, John New London Dove  11/1846 
Cosgrove, Patrick New London Halcyon  11/1833 
Coyle, Michael New London Stonington  8/1833 
Crawford, Philip New London Neptune  10/1840 
Crawford, Philip New London Neptune  6/1842 
Cunningham, James New London Kamoi  12/1853 
Dagg, John New London Alert  6/1850 
Deron, Thendrod New London Monticello  7/1864 
Dinsmone, Jonthan New London Gen. Scott  6/1851 
Dogherty, Daniel Stonington Corvo  12/1839 
Dougherty, Dennis New London Isaac Hicks  7/1848 
Down, Daniel Groton Meteor  5/1838 
Driscoll, James New London Fanny Boardman 7/1863 
New London ship crew rosters contain names of numerous Irish natives 
Throughout the 19th century, ships sailing out of New 
London on ocean voyages contain the names  of nu-
merous Irish-born sailors. The sampling below con-
tains the names of about 70 of those who lived in Con-
necticut. The records also contain numerous names of 
Irishmen who sailed from New London, but did not 
reside in Connecticut.  Source: Mystic Seaport online 
collections, New London Crew Lists Index: 1803-1878. 
7 
 
F or more than a century beginning in the 1820s, the carpet industry in Enfield on the Connecticut-Massachusetts border 
above Hartford provided work for entire households of Irish immi-
grants and their descendants. In 1828, Orrin Thompson built a dam 
on Freshwater Brook and a carpet mill. The neighborhood on the 
eastern bank of the Connecticut River soon became known as 
Thompsonville as the industry grew rapidly. 
By 1846, 230 looms were in use. A 330-foot by 60-foot brick mill 
was built in 1848. By 1870, 7,000 yards of carpeting per day  was 
produced by 1,800 employees. As late as World War II, the Thomp-
sonville mills produced $56 million in blankets for the war effort. 
The first workers were weavers imported from Scotland. Very 
soon the work force included Irish weavers and by the late 19th 
century, the workforce was predominantly Irish with numerous 
French-Canadians too.  
One remarkable feature of the work force for that era was that it 
was unisex. Women, men, girls and boys in large and equal numbers 
worked in the mills. The U.S. census returns of 1870 demonstrate 
the heavily Irish nature of the work force. Each of the tables below 
and on page eight represents one household. Some are small units 
obviously of a single family; others are practically boarding houses 
of family members plus relatives and other Irish and Irish-
Americans. With an occasional exception, the vast majority are em-
ployed in the carpet industry. 
NAME    AGE     BORN OCCUPATION 
Mcconn, John 50 Ire. carpet mill 
Mcconn, Catherine 40 Ire. Keeping house 
Mcconn, Maria 21 Ire. carpet mill 
Mcconn, Luke 14 Ct. carpet mill 
Conway, Bridget 50   Ire. carpet factory 
Carrons, Mary 20 Ire. carpet factory 
Tuhy, Thomas 32 Ire. carpet factory 
Dun, Timothy 21 Ct. carpet factory 
Luckey, William 24 Ire. carpet factory 
Luckey,Ellen 27 Ire. carpet mill 
Lohler, Mary 32 Ire. carpet mill 
Kennady, Ann 39 Ire. carpet mill 
    NAME   AGE  BORN  OCCUPATION 
Horan, Ann 30 Ire. keeping house 
Horan, Mary A. 10 Ct. None 
Horan, James 8 Ct. None 
Horan, Kate 5   Ct. None 
Moriaty, Eliza 25 Ire. carpet factory 
Stanton, Maggie 18 Ire. carpet factory 
Dillon, Maggie 17 Ct. carpet factory 
Dillon, Eliza 15 Ct. carpet factory  
Gorman, Jane 15 Ct. carpet factory 
Dowed, Anna 14 Ct. carpet factory 
Dunn, Mary Ann 17 Mass. carpet factory 
Dunn, Emily 15 Mass. carpet factory 
Murphy, Mary A. 22 Ire. carpet factory 
Rouds, Sarah 18 Ct. carpet factory 
Ryan, Maria 24 Canad. carpet factory 
Hamlin, Mary 20 Ire. carpet factory 
Diamond, Anna 40 Ire. carpet factory 
Diamond, Mary 45 Ct. carpet factory 
Dowed, Maggie 18 Ct. carpet mill 
Hamlin, Thomas 60 Ire. carpet mill 
Hughes, Patrick 45 Ire. carpet factory 
Clarkin, Jerry 30 Ire. carpet factory 
Ryan, Maggie 22 Ct. carpet factory 
Dillon, Ellen 15 Ct. carpet factory 
Mage, John 26 Ct. carpet mill 
Magee, James 5 Ct. none 
Hyne, Joseph 27 Ire. Catholic school teacher 
In 1870, Irish women and men by the hundreds wove carpets in Enfield 
NAME AGE BORN OCCUPATION 
Lohler, Michael 49 Ire. carpet mill 
Lohler, Julia 45 Ire. keeping house 
Lohler, Maggie 16 Ct. carpet mill 
Lohler, Bridget 19 Ct. carpet mill 
Lohler, Dan 14 Ct. carpet mill 
Lohler, John 12 Ct. carpet mill 
Lohler, Julia 10  Ct. carpet mill 
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     NAME   AGE BORN OCCUPATION 
Holeron, Catherine 44 Ire. keeping house 
Cronan, Catherine 24 Ire. carpet factory 
Cronan, Margaret 20 Ct. carpet factory 
Cronan, Hannah 18   Ct. carpet factory 
Holeren, John 14 Ct. carpet factory 
Foley, James 28 Ire. carpet factory 
Foley, Mary 22 Ct. carpet factory 
Foley, Mary A. 3/12 Ct.  none  
     NAME    AGE BORN OCCUPATION 
Murry, Bridget 45 Ire. Keeping house 
Murry, Mary 30 Ct. carpet mill 
Murry, Julia 24 Ct. carpet mill 
Murry, Kate 17 Ct. carpet mill 
Murry, Thomas 19 Ct. carpet mill 
     NAME   AGE   BORN  OCCUPATION 
Friggs, Robert 45 Ire. carpet mill 
Friggs, Ellen 40 Ire. keeping house 
Friggs, Catharine 20 Vt. carpet factory 
Friggs, Robert 17 Vt. carpet factory 
Friggs, Mary 14 Ct. carpet factory 
Friggs, John 11 Ct. none 
Friggs, Ellen 8 Ct. none 
Enfield 1870 — Irish carpet-factory families  
     NAME  AGE BORN    OCCUPATION 
Downey, Owen 30 Ire. farm laborer 
Downey, Susan 28 Ire. carpet factory 
Downey, John 13 Ct. keeping house 
Downey, Eugene 4 Ct. none 
